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Dr. Sudhir Krishnaswamy is the Vice-Chancellor of NLSIU, Bengaluru and the 
Director of the Distance Education Department, NLSIU. He is also the 
co-founder and trustee of the not for pro�t research trust, Centre for Law and 
Policy Research. Previously, he was the Director of the School of Policy and 
Governance, and Professor of Law and Politics at Azim Premji University.

A Rhodes Scholar and graduate of Oxford University, he has earlier worked 
with the Prime Minister’s Committee on Infrastructure, Planning Commission; 
and the Kasturi Rangan Expert Committee on Bangalore Governance. His 
main areas of interest are constitutional law, Legal System Reform, legal 
theory, intellectual property law and administrative law.  He has also written 
on a wide range of topics, including Indian constitutional law, intellectual 
property law, and judicial corruption.

Sudhir is also part of Facebook’s oversight board that was set up to moderate 
content posted on social media platforms. He is the only Indian among the 20 
members of the board that comprises independent Members from around 
the world. The board has the power to make decisions on content that can be 
allowed or removed from Facebook and Instagram.

Dr. Francisco Beneke is Senior Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for 
Innovation and Competition.

He is also Executive Editor of the GRUR International, a journal that focuses on 
the relationship between law and innovation. He holds a PhD from the 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität in Munich and an LLM from UC Berkeley. 

Mr. Chanakya Basa
Advocate and Partner 

Knock Legal

Mr. Chanakya Basa is a lawyer specialised in civil and commercial litigation. 
Early in his career he had an opportunity to represent clients in the area of 
competition law involving complex issues like market de�nition in 
e-commerce, network e�ects, dominance in digital market, horizontal and 
vertical restraints in platform economy etc.

Since 2016, Chanakya has been representing online vendors in their dispute 
with platforms.



Dr. Shilpi Bhattacharya
Professor

Jindal Global Law School

Dr. Shilpi Bhattacharya is a Professor of Law at Jindal Global Law School in 
India. Before joining academia Shilpi practiced US securities law in the British 
law �rm Linklaters. In 2012 Shilpi received the Erasmus Mundus Fellowship to 
pursue her Ph.D. titled 'Competition Law and the Bounded Rationality of Firms' 
from Erasmus University Rotterdam as part of the European Doctorate in Law 
and Economics. At Jindal Global Law School Shilpi has been the Editor in Chief 
of the Jindal Global Law Review, the �agship publication of Jindal Global Law 
School.

Shilpi has presented her work in leading fora such as the Stanford 
International Junior Faculty Forum and the Yale Doctoral Scholarship 
Conference. She has also published her work in various Scopus indexed 
journals. Shilpi's research interests are primarily in the areas of competition 
law and law and economics.

Mr. Pratik Datta
Senior Research Fellow 

Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co.

Dr. Simonetta Vezzoso
Adjunct professor, Department of Economics and Management

University of Trento

Mr. Pratik Datta is a Senior Research Fellow at Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas 
& Co, New Delhi.

He has previously worked at the National Institute of Public Finance and Policy 
(NIPFP) and the Supreme Court of India. His research interest lies in the 
intersections of law, economics and �nance. Pratik completed his studies 
from NUJS and University of Oxford. 

Dr. Simonetta Vezzoso is Tenured Professor of competition policy and 
intellectual property (Professore Aggregato) and senior researcher at 
Università di Trento, Department of Economics and Management. After taking 
her law degree, Simonetta has been practicing as a lawyer specializing in 
commercial and company law in Milan and Munich. Thanks to generous 
research grants provided by the Munich Max Planck Institute for Innovation, 
she could soon go back to research.

In 1992, she became tenured researcher at Trento University, where she has 
been since teaching various courses, such as Commercial Law, Competition 
Policy and Intellectual Property.

Education: Law Degree, University degli Studi di Milano (Italy), summa cum 
laude PhD in Economics, Universität Witten Herdecke, magna cum laude.
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Professor and former Head of the Department of Economics

Delhi School of Economics

Dr. Arjun Krishnan
Partner

Samvad Partners

Dr. Aditya Bhattacharjea is Senior Professor of Economics at the Delhi School 
of Economics, University of Delhi, India, where he teaches postgraduate 
courses in industrial organization and Indian economic development. He is 
also a Non-resident Honorary Distinguished Fellow of the Indira Gandhi 
Institute of Development Research (IGIDR), Mumbai. He served as Head of the 
Economics Department of the DSE from 2014 to 2018, and is currently 
Executive Director of the Department’s research adjunct, the Centre for 
Development Economics. 

He earlier taught for many years at St. Stephen’s College, Delhi (1980-96), and 
has been a visiting associate professor at Duke University, USA, and a Shastri 
Indo-Canadian Faculty Research Fellow at the University of British Columbia, 
Canada. His research interests include competition (antitrust) law, 
economics, and policy; labour market regulation; and trade policy under 
imperfect competition. His articles have appeared in leading law and 
economics journals in India and abroad. 

Mr. Arjun Krishnan is a senior disputes lawyer with 14 years’ experience and 
leads the disputes practice in New Delhi for the �rm. He has signi�cant 
experience in both domestic and international commercial arbitration, and 
acts in a broad spectrum of commercial disputes in courts.

Arjun also heads the Firm’s Competition Law practice. He has been involved in 
a number of seminal cases in what is a rapidly evolving area of law in India. He 
represents clients in all phases of competition litigation and also advises the 
�rm’s clients on M&A �lings before the Competition Commission.
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Time

10:00-10:10 am Welcome Remarks by Prof. (Dr.) Pritam Baruah

10:35 -10:40 am Introduction to the Centre, Dr. Vikas Kathuria

10:10-10:35 am

Content

Keynote Address and Centre Inauguration by Prof. (Dr.) Sudhir Krishnaswamy

10:40 am -12:00 pm Panel 1 discussion, moderated by Prof. (Dr.) Pritam Baruah

Time

3:10-3:15 pm Welcome Remarks by Prof. (Dr.) Pritam Baruah

3:15-4:35 pm

Content

Panel 2 discussion, moderated by Dr. Vikas Kathuria

Dr. Rajat Kathuria 
Dean, School of
Humanities & Social 
Sciences, and Professor 
of Economics

Shiv Nadar University

Dr. Rajat Kathuria is Dean, School of Humanities & Social Sciences, and 
Professor of Economics at the Shiv Nadar University. He is the former Director 
and Chief Executive of the Indian Council for Research on International 
Economic Relations (ICRIER), Dr. Kathuria carries over 20 years of experience 
in teaching and more than 15 years of experience in economic policy, besides 
pursuing extensive research on a range of issues relating to regulation and 
competition policy. 

He has previously worked with the World Bank in Washington D.C. as a 
Consultant and worked on research assignments for a number of 
international organizations, including the International Labour Organization 
(ILO), United National Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 
LirneAsia, The World Bank and The Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

His work has been published in several journals of repute as well as in top 
magazines and newspapers across the world. He serves on multiple 
government Committees and on the Research Advisory Council of the State 
Bank of India (SBI). Dr Kathuria holds a Master’s degree from Delhi School of 
Economics and a Ph.D. from the University of Maryland (College Park), USA.
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